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ANCHORAGE, ALA5KA
AO NO. 2000-71(5-3)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 21 REGULATING COMMUNITY AND
LOCAL INTEREST TOWERS

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS'

Section 1: That AMC Section 21.45.263 of the Anchorage Municipal Code is

amended to read as follows:

2 The installation and use of antenna( s) smaller than one (1) meter in ~
dime home occ
or utili an existin

receive_only antennas are exempt from this title except for roof mounted satellite
dishes greater than one (1) meter in residential districts as specified in this
section. Roof mounted satellite dishes greater than one ill meter in diameter
in residential districts shall be only permitted by conditional use.

Section 2: That AMC Section 21.45.265 of the Anchorage Municipal Code is

amended to read as follows:

CommunitY and local interest towers.21.45.265

A General provisions:

1. - 3. c. No change.

Collocation shall grant an additional 1.2 [30] feet above the
base height for each qualifying antenna to maximum of ~ [60]
feet of additional height. Increases in tower structure height by
operation of this paragraph shall not reclassify a tower
structure from a local interest tower to a community interest

tower.

d,

Collocation4.

a. - b. No change.
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c. All communitv and local interest towers shall. for a reasonable
comcensation. be made available for use bv as manv other licensed
carriers as can be technicallv collocated thereon when the use will not
result in substantial iniurv to the owner. or in substantial detriment to
the service to the customers of the owners. All licensed carriers shall
coocerate with each other in collocatina additional facilities ucon such
towers. All licensed carriers shall exercise aood faith in collocating
with other licensed carriers and in the sharina of towers. including the
sharinG of technical information to evaluate the feasibili~ of
collocation.

5. - 10. No change

11 Administrative permit required. An administrative permit shall be
obtained from the administrative official designated pursuant to
section 21.10.005. The aDDlication shall identifv the antenna(s) on
the tower. the leaal descriDtion of the site. ,its zonina and its street
address. if an~. This permit shall certify' that, when granted, the
antenna, or tower structure was in compliance with this section. This
permit shall remain valid so long as that antenna or tower structure
remains in continuous operation or is revoked according to this titl~.

R Annual inventory. Bv January 31 of each vear. each tower owner who
is reaulated bv this section shall Drovide the MuniciQali~ with an
inventory of all additions and deletions of said Drovider's existing
towers or aDDroved sites for such facilities that are either within the
MuniciDalitv or within one mile of the border thereof as of December
31 of the Drevious vear. The first inventorY from each Drovider shall
be a comDrehensive current list of their existina towers and aQQroved

~

~ Time oeriod for construction. Construction of a tower shall commence
within one (1) vear from the date of the oermit's aooroval. with
oooortunitv for a six-month extension. If not used within one ~ear. or
within the extension oeriod. the cermit shall become null and void.

~ Notice of site selection and site clan review.

g.. B-1A. B-1 B. and Watershed zoning districts:

L Prior to issuance of a buildina or land use cermit for a
tvce 1.2. and 3 tower structures within B-1A. B-1 B. and
Watershed zonina districts ~ro~e~ owners of
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residential-zoned land within 500 feet of the selected
tower site and the local communitY council shall be
notified in writina of the issuance of a building or land
use cermit. The effective date of the ~ermit shall be no
earlier than 30 davs after the date of mailing of the
notification.6
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~ ADDeals. A decision of the administrative official tQ
issue a buildina or land use Dermit is final unless
aDDealed within the 30 dav notice Deriod to the ~Ianning
and zonina commission. An aDDeal mav be filed b~ the
aD~licant or bv a Detition of at least one-third of the
owners (excluding rights-of-wa~) of the ~rivatel~ owned
land within 500 feet of the outer bounda~ of the tower
site. In the event of aD~eal. the ~Ianning and zoning
commission shall. in accordance with section
21.15.005. hold a Dublic hearing at its next available
meeting and a~~I~ the standards of this section. An
a~~eal from a decision of the ~Ianning and zoning
commission ma~ be brought in accordance with section
21.30.010.8.

~ PLI and residential districts: All ~ce 1. 2. and 3 tower
structures within a residential district as set forth in section
21.45.010 or PLI district shall be subject to a site clan review
as set forth in this section excect when a conditional use
germit is reQuired.

All zoning districts not referenced in caraarach a or b above
are exem~t from the notification reauirements. the minimum
secaration distances from crotected land uses. and the site
~Ian review reauirements set forth in this Chacter.

~

General. The following orovisions shall Qovern the site clan
review Qrocess for tvoe 1. 2. and 3 tower structures. A site
Qlan review is reQuired of all such towers since thev have
aesthetic and visual imoacts on their neiQhbors and the oublic
interest is best served bv aliowinQ these neiQhbors and the
Qublic at large a chance to comment on and orovide inout
concerning the location and desiQn of these towers. All such
towers shall conform to the reQuirements of this section and to
the reguirements of the use district in which the tower is
located.

g.,
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~ Applications for site plan review under this section shall
be subiect to AMC 21.50.200. excect as modified in
this section.

~ In arantina a site clan cermit. the administrative official
ma~ imcose conditions to the extent that the official
concludes such conditions are necessarY to minimize
anv adverse effect of the crocosed tower structure.
includina all associated structures and landscaging. on

adioining grogerties.

~ Any infom1ation of an enaineerina nature that the
applicant submits. whether civil. mechanical. or
electrical. shall be certified bv a licensed crofessional
engineer.

Infonnation reQuired. Acclicants for a site clan review for a
tower .structure shall submit the followina information:

~

~ The information reQuired for tower conditional use
cermits as contained in 21.50.280.8.

~ The infomlation reQuired concernina availabilitY of
suitable existina tower structures. other structures or
alternative technoloav as contained in 21.50.280.0.

L Public DarticiDation Drocess. At least 35 da~s before acting on
a tower site clan acclication under this section. the
administrative official shall cublish notice of the a~Dlication in
a newscacer of aeneral circulation in the Munici~ali~. The
notice shall state the name(s) of the acclicant(s). a clear and
concise descriction of the croject. the street address. if an~.
and the l80al descriction of the land subiect to the a~~lication.
The notice. including a maD of the vicini~. shall also be
crovided to any officially recoanized communi~ council whose
boundarY encomcasses the tower site and to owners of
~ro~e~ within 500 feet of the ~rocosed site. The a~~licant
shall reimburse the Municicali~ for the excense of advertising
and mailina such notice. The acclicant shall also DOSt the
crocertv with a noticei8M as crovided for elsewhere in this
title. Followina notice of the site clan. the communi~ council
has thi~-five (35) days from the date of the letter to res~ond.
The administrative official shall take action on the site ~Ian
within 50 da~s of the site clan a~~lication submission. U~on
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action. the aDDlicant will mail to all addressees on the origin~l
notig;e list. the written action of the administrative official. The
a~Dlicant shall document their Dublic Drocess includina a list of
who was notified. with what. and when as Dart of their Dermit
aDDlication Drocess.

V
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~ Factors con~idered in GrantinG site Dlan aDDroval for tower
structums. In addition to the aeneral standards for site Qlan
~p~rovgI. tbe administrative official shall consider the following
factors in determinina whether to issue a site clan cermit:

~ The factors considered in tower conditional use Dermits
as contained in 21.50.280.C.-

~ ADDeals. A decision of the administrative official under the
authoritY set forth in this subsection is final unless aggealed
within fifteen (15) days to the olannina and zonina commissio_n-,
An aooeal may be filed bv the aoolicant or bv a oetition of at
least one-third of the owners (excludina riahts-of-wav) of the
orivatelv owned land within five hundred (500) feet of the tower
site. In the event of aooeal. the olannina and zoning
commission shall. in accordance with section 21.15.005. hold
a oublic hearina at its next available meetina and aogl~ the
standards of this section. An aooeal from a decision of the
plannina and zonina commission may be brouaht in Sugerior
Court.

~
Unless cured, an

Administrative oerrnit revocation! -An administrative tower Qermit shall
be revoked after notice. an administrative hearina as orovided
elsewhere in this Title. and the oooortunitv to cure. for an~ of the

following:

~ Construction. and/or maintenance oceration of a tower at an
unauthorized location:

~ Construction or ooeration of a tower in violation of any of the
terms and conditions of this Chaoter or the conditions attached
to the germit:

Q.,. Material misrecresentation bv or on behalf of an acclicant:- or
cermittee in any acclication or written statement ucon which
the administrative official substantially relies in making the
decision to arant. review or amend any cermit cursuant to this
Chapter and which material Iv chanaes the apclication of the
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standards of aDDroval of the Dermit:

Abandonment of a tower as set forth in this ChaDter. or~

Failure to relocate or remove facilities as reQuired in this
ChaDter.

~

~ Minimum seDaration distance from Drotected land uses.

A grotected land use is defined as follows:~

~
~
~
~

Princi~al structures on PLI zoned lands:
School buildings:
State lic;nsed daycare fagilitie§: ~nd
Princical structures on residentially zoned lands.*insert residential--

The minimum secaration distance as measured from any
~rinciQal structure built on any crotected land use to the base
of a tower shall be 200 cercent of the allowable tower heiaht.

~

~ After giving due consideration to the comments of the
agglicant. the crocertv owner. and the local communitv
council. the minimum secaration distance set forth in the
garagrach b. above mav be reduced or eliminated bv the
Administrative Official.

After havina a tower cermit revoked. no tower shall be re-cermitted for
that crocertv or bv that tower owner on anv crooertv within the
Municioalitv for a ceriod of one vear exceot throuah a conditional use
~ermit. This subsection shall aoclv onlv with rescect to communitY
and local interest tower revocations oursuant to this title after the
effective date of this ordinance.

1L.

Section 3: That AMC Section 21.50.280 of the Anchorage Municipal Code is
amended to read as follows:

A vailability of suitable existing tower structures, other structures, or
alternative technology. No new tower structure shall be permitted
unless the applicant demonstrates to the reasonable satisfaction of
the planning and zoning commission that no existing tower structure,
structure or alternative technology that does not require the use of
tower structures, or [STRUCTURES] alternative technoloav can
accommodate or reclace the applicant's proposed antenna. An
applicant shall submit an~ additional information requested by the
planning and zoning commission related to the availability of suitable

~
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existing tower structures, other structures or alternative technology.
Evidence submitted to demonstrate that no existing tower structure,
structure or alternative technology can accommodate the applicant's
proposed antenna [MAY) ~ consist [OF ANY) of the following:

Section 4: This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage
and approval.

Section 5: The Planning and Zoning Commission shall review the terns of this
ordinance and advise the Municipal Assembly on any revisions required to maintain the
effectiveness and intent of this ordinance as the result of changes and technology prior to
January 1, 2003. This Section amends Section 38 of AO 99-62.FPASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this ~day of

,2000. ~ tL~~ -_J~"~--""'"

C~ '~ -' 'W"::Z=~=::1~~ ~

ATTEST:

~;;:;J"t~~ hA(jn/v v


